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ANNOTATIONS BY:
KEY EVENTS 



PAGE 127
● The Bitterings landed on 

Mars
● Family = 5 members 
● Harry wants to get back on 

the rocket
● Underline: “The wind blew 

as if to Flake away their 
identities”

● Standing at the center of a 
vacuum

Page 127

● The Bittering family arrives on 
Mars.

● Harry Bittering immediately 
feels uneasy and wants to 
return to Earth.

● The Martian environment feels 
eerie and threatening.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVHWhLme2NQ


● Harry is hesitant
● Built a cottage
● They were always 

suspicious
● We don’t belong here
● Wants to go home
● He checked everything 

every morning
● NEWS - 
● Didn’t find men or women 

from before they got there

PAGE 128

Page 128

● Harry expresses fear and a sense of 
not belonging.

● He checks his home obsessively, 
trying to feel normal.

● His son David wonders if Martians are 
still around, unseen.



● Do martians live in the hills?
● Harry discourages his kids from playing in the 

hills

● Laura came running into the house
● A War hit earth - no more rockets to Mars - 

EVER
● Stranded on mars
● 100 people left. 
● Harry tells his family not to worry and just go 

on with their lives
● STOP 6:14 

PAGE 129
Page 129

● News arrives: Earth has been 
bombed; no rockets will come.

● The family realizes they are 
stranded on Mars.

● Harry is overwhelmed with fear 
and isolation.



● The Bitterings are stranded on 
Mars

● The earthmen renamed the 
features on the land

● Began to plant - to stay busy
● Harry takes off his jacket - this 

is symbolic of his SLOW 
assimilation

● Harry yells up at the hills
● Harry is startled by his 

surroundings
# cinnamon dusts wine airs
# imported seeds
# changing names
# assimilated
# helpless
# old memories
# going into town 
# hot tourist destination
#don’t come here
# stay on earth
# baked gingerbread

PAGE 130
Page 130

● Harry tries to distract himself with 
gardening.

● He reflects on Martian history and the 
renaming of places.

● He notices strange changes in the peach 
blossoms.

STOPPED: (35





● Peach blossoms changed
● Harry notices there are physical changes 

in the changing vegetation
● There is something NOT RIGHT
● Harry is hyper about checking all of the 

changes on Mars
● Dan - noticed the cow that has horns
● # changes

#not quite right
# changing vegetation
# 3 horn cow
#everythings going down

# poisoned???!
#different but good
#everythings different
# the same but different
# smell?
# everything’s changing
# doomed

PAGE 131

Page 131

● Harry discovers that the plants 
and animals are changing.

● The cow grows a third horn.
● He fears the Martian 

environment is altering 
everything.



● Harry is desperate to get away.
● Harry is extremely paranoid
● Harry is suspicious of the food; he wants to burn it
● Harry goes into town to find answers or ask questions

● STOP 12:12

● Towns ppl don’t seem to care about the changes and that they are ALL stranded
● Harry thinks theres a martian virus

# seed from earth but changed
# burn the food
# hits different
# tastes different
# plot twist
# no where to run
# can’t do much 
# let it die

PAGE 132Page 132

● Harry expresses fear about the food - 
they might change them if they eat it.  

● Harry urges the townspeople to help 
him build a rocket.

● They laugh and dismiss his concerns.
● He notices physical changes in 

others—yellow eyes, altered features.



● Harry wants to build a rocket
● Sam is willing to give Harry supplies to build
● The townsppl aren’t interested in helping
● Sam’s eyes are yellow
● Harry has small flecks of yellow/gold
● Metal shop - Harry builds a rocket
● They all have yellowing eyes.
● Harry refuses to eat anything from Mars

●

#help me build a rocket
# you’re welcome to my tools
# don’t laugh!

# yellow eyes
#taller, thinner
#Harry is changing
# broken mirror   Time 15:56

# mocking harry
# no supper for me
#deep freeze only

PAGE 133
Page 133

● Harry begins building a rocket alone.
● Townspeople mock him for building a 

rocket. 
● Harry sees that his eyes are turning 

yellow. 
● He refuses to eat Martian-grown food.
● His wife doubts the rocket will succeed.





● Harry is changing
● Children & Core are changed
● Poetic language shows their changes (Figurative 

Language)
● Martian Language = “Iorrt” 
● Harry was still working in the metal shop
● Green Star in the east
● Transformations are happening to the family
● Harry is eating from the deep freeze still
● Cora used up all the food
● Harry is getting thinner
● STOP: 

#bones shifted
#dark she was
# burned by the sun
# bitterings changed
# green star in the east
# iiort = 
#martian dialect
# transformations
#scardy cat
#in denial
#fear cant be stopped

Time: 18:48
#getting thinner
# burning on the outside
#baking brown
#immense
#getting weak now
#bewildered in space

PAGE 134
Page 134

● Harry begins speaking Martian words 

unconsciously.

● He grows weaker and thinner.

● His wife runs out of Earth food and he 

reluctantly eats Martian food.





PAGE 135 ● Harry eats food from mars
● Cora wants Harry to rest
● Harry finally rests - swimming 
● Notices changes - eyes #never 

yellow before
● Harry’s turning point
● His paranoia 
● #crisis on mars
● #goodtimes 

Page 135

● Harry joins his family for a swim in 

the canals.

● He notices their yellow eyes and 

darkened skin.

● He begins to accept the changes.



PAGE 136 ● Harry is less paranoid
● Harry sinks to the bottom of the 

pool
● Descriptions of how the water eats 

away his flesh and leaves the 
skeleton

● CHANGE< silent change is 
occurring

● Dan calls Harry UTHA” - uses 
Martian language. 

● #ALL yellow eyes
#swimming in the canals
#submerged in the canals
# Utha = father
#change my name
#why not
#giving in 
#golden statue
# Water eat away my flesh
#deep water things
# Slow deep silent change
# MAJOR transitions

Page 136

● Harry’s son asks to change his name to a 

Martian one.

● The family explores Martian villas and 

enjoys the landscape.

● Harry begins to lose interest in the rocket.





PAGE 137STOP 22:09
● Bitterings at the villas
● Harry is more relaxed and willing 
● Puts off work until later: autumn
● Only a small part of himself cried out 

NO in resistance

Page 137

● The townspeople move to the villas.

● Everyone adopts Martian names and 

customs.

● Harry agrees to postpone rocket work until 

autumn.



PAGE 138
● Leaving human 

things behind
● Everyone is 

thinking the same 
- go to the villas

● NOTE: the earth 
names are 
changing

● “Only a handful of 
things” they’re 
taking

● ALL are happy to 
leave

● TIME 28:09

Page 138

● The Bitterings abandon their Earth-style 
home.

● They fully embrace Martian life.
● They no longer feel connected to Earth.



PAGE 139 ● Everything rusts
● They left everything behind
● Bitterings are at the Villas looking down at 

the town
● Called “Earth ppl” = “Stupid/ugly people”
● They no longer think of themselves as 

humans/earthlings
● STOP: 28:51

● 5 years later: Humans won the war on earth. 
● New earthlings: found “native life” from 

former humans
● They think there are NO humans left from 

the previous times

Page 139

● A rescue rocket arrives from Earth five years 
later.

● The Earth settlement is empty and abandoned.
● The rescuers find “Martians” living peacefully in 

the hills.



PAGE 140 ● “They” learn English fast 
● 6-800 ppl left
● The others don’t remember what 

happened to the “humans”
● Lots to be done = the new colony is going 

to establish themselves on this new 
planet

● It’s a cycle - events happening all over 
again.

● The new humans talk about colonizing 
the “new planet” - remapping, renaming

Page 140

● The rescuers assume the original settlers 
died from a plague.

● They plan to rename Martian landmarks 
with Earth names.

● The transformation of the settlers into 
Martians remains a mystery.


